
Senate Bill 946 - Safe Sidewalk Vending Act 
(SB 946) seeks to decriminalize sidewalk 
vending across the state of California. Sidewalk 
vending is a means for entrepreneurship and 
financial stability for thousands of people 
living in the state. Many street vendors are 
immigrants and/or undocumented, putting 
them at higher risk of deportation if charged or 
convicted of a crime. Criminalization threatens 
to tear families apart, and prevent economic 
mobility. Decriminalizing sidewalk vending 
will empower more entrepreneurship and 
economic activity, while protecting the people 
and culture of California.

SAFE SIDEWALK VENDING ACT
SENATE BILL 946SENATE BILL 946 GOALS

Decriminalize sidewalk vending 
permanently in California 
and establish an exclusively 
administrative penalty system for 
enforcement at the local level.

Create an avenue for cities to 
adopt local sidewalk vending 
licensing systems.

Establish minimum standards to 
ensure flexible, safe, accessible 
and inclusive local regulations.
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The Los Angeles Street Vendor Campaign (LASVC) is 
the vendor-led initiative to legalize vending on Los 
Angeles’ city sidewalks and parks. The informational 
sheet is meant to inform people about SB 946 and 
why it is necessary to protect vendors and their 
families across California.

In order to understand the impact of SB 946, LASVC looked at the sidewalk vending laws in the 30 most 
populous cities in California. The ideal system would  have a sidewalk vending licensing program that does 
not result in criminal prosecution and does not impose unnecessarily onerous restrictions on where a person 
can vend. 

LASVC defines criminalization as a policy that causes vendors to be charged with misdemanors or infractions. 
These types of criminal penalties carry severe and disproportionate consequences for low-income workers 
and immigrants. Non-criminal administrative penalties, like the enforcement program in Los Angeles, allow 
cities to enforce rules without the same risks as  infractions or misdemeanors, and ultimately do not contribute 
to creating criminal records for these entrepreneurs.

To LASVC, unnecessary and unjust restrictions are those that serve an exclusionary purpose, rather than 
protecting health and safety. These significant restrictions include no vending in public parks, vending allowed 
only in special districts or zones, requirement of explicit permission from brick-and-mortar restaurants close-
by, excessive requirements for vendors to continuously move (no stationary vending) and fines that exceed 
$500. If a city has one or more of these requirements, LASVC considers the restrictions to be significant. The 
following page has a table with the details of the 30 cities.



City
Sidewalk Vending 

Permit System
Significant 

Restrictions
Criminalization

Los Angeles No Yes Yes*

San Diego Yes Yes Yes

San Jose Yes Yes Yes

San Francisco Yes Yes Yes

Fresno Yes Yes Yes

Sacramento Yes Yes Yes

Long Beach Yes Yes Yes

Oakland Yes Yes No

Bakersfield Yes Yes Yes

Anaheim Yes Yes Yes

Santa Ana Yes Yes Yes

Riverside Yes Yes Yes

Stockton Yes Yes Yes

Chula Vista Yes Yes Yes

Irvine Yes Yes Yes

Fremont Yes Yes Yes

San Bernardino No Yes Yes

Modesto Yes Yes Yes

Fontana No Yes Yes

Oxnard Yes Yes Yes

Moreno Valley Yes Yes Yes

Huntington Beach No Yes Yes

Glendale No Yes Yes

Santa Clarita No Yes Yes

Oceanside No Yes Yes

Garden Grove Yes Yes Yes

Rancho Cucamonga Yes Yes Yes

Santa Rosa Yes Yes Yes

Ontario Yes Yes Yes

Elk Grove No Yes Yes

*Los Angeles earned a “No” for criminalizing vending in parks.

OF THE 30 CITIES:

Eight cities have no permit 
system in place, including 
Los Angeles. That is over a 
quarter of the cities.

All cities have significant 
restrictions.

Oakland is the only city 
that does not criminalize 
violations by street and 
sidewalk vendors.

WANT TO HELP?

Call your district 
Assemblymember and 
Senator to tell them you 
support the passing of 
SB 946. 

For more information, 
please visit:

facebook.com/
LAStreetVendorCampaign

WHO IS LASVC?

The LASVC is a broad and diverse coalition of street vendors and 65 organizations from across Los Angeles. 
Individually, our member organizations are leading experts in the fields of community development, 
immigrant rights, civil rights, public interest law, public health, municipal law, food equity, small business 
development, safe and vibrant streets, and economic development. Collectively, we work to protect the 
rights of street vendors and enhance economic opportunities for low-income entrepreneurs.

There are nearly 50,000 street vendors in Los Angeles alone. This bill can change the lives of 
thousands of Californians. It is necessary for both protection and economic development across 
the state.

Questions about this research? 
Please Contact:
Luis Gutierrez
luis@lurnetwork.org


